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2020 BELLE MEADE CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSIONER
THREE CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR TWO OPEN SEATS - VOTE for TWO

HALEY R. DALE
601 Enquirer Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205

Haley moved to Belle Meade when 
she was five years old and has been a 
resident ever since. She is a graduate of 
Harpeth Hall School and the University 
of Alabama, where she majored in Psy-
chology and Early Childhood Develop-
ment. Haley married her husband, Brye 
Dale, in 2005 and together they have 

three girls; Shaffer(15), Sara Paige (12) and Liza (8).
As an adult, Haley's life has revolved around state and local 

government in one way or another, where she arrived through 
a specific interest in education policy. She has been working 
as a contract lobbyist at our state Capitol for the past 10 years, 
initially working for Bivens & Associates, where together they 
lobbied for statewide policies for companies like UBER, Chat-
tanooga Gas, Bayer Corporation, eBay, StubHub and the Ten-
nessee Forestry Association. In 2017, she decided to focus her 
efforts solely on her passion for education policy and took 
a job lobbying for the Tennessee Charter School Center. Haley
has a strong belief that an excellent education should not just be
a privilege for those wealthy enough to afford to pay for one, or
those that can pay to live in certain zip codes. Her work at the 
Charter School Center focuses on the creation of schools that will

Continued on next page . . .

CHARLES THORNBURG 
(CHARLEY)
1212 Nichol Lane
Nashville, TN 37205

Charles (Charley) Thornburg, mar-
ried to Gray Oliver Thornburg and 
daughter Anne Gray Thornburg, 
graduate of Julia Green, Harpeth 
Hall, Sewanee and Belmont. I think 
we punched the education ticket for 

her! She is now gainfully employed as a NICU nurse.
I have spent most of my business career creating and man-

aging multimillion-dollar budgets, which I feel give me the 
requisite experience to continue the financial stewardship that 
our past and current commissioners have accomplished. I also 
have a solid background in risk management, conflict resolu-
tion, home renovation and building management. I have lived 
in Belle Meade since the late 80’s and have experienced the 
explosive growth we all have seen in Nashville. During this 
time, we have built two homes and remodeled two, so we have 
firsthand knowledge of the challenges and benefits of our zon-
ing and building codes.

This election is important for our nation and our city, I hope 
you will vote for me and support my candidacy this November.

Stay safe and healthy!

JAMES V. HUNT (JIM)
716 Enquirer Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205

Jim Hunt has served as a Commis-
sioner of the City of Belle Meade since 
2008 and as its Mayor since 2012. He 
attended Battle Ground Academy and 
Vanderbilt University. He and his wife 
Sally Beasley Hunt, formerly of Frank-
lin have been married for 56 years. Jim 
is a retired Captain in the US Navy. He 

has two sons, Jim Jr. and Allan. Jim Jr lives in Belle Meade with 
his wife, Betsy and their three children. Allan, lives in Oak Hill. 

Jim retired in 2011 after selling the business he founded in 
1981 to Jim Hunt, Jr. Jim Jr. working in the company since 1995, 
purchased control of that business, Benefit Communications Inc. 
During his active years in business, Jim earned numerous insurance 

awards: Local, State and National, including election to the Ten-
nessee Insurance Hall of Fame. In his earlier years, Jim served on 
multiple boards and held numerous leadership positions in commu-
nity, civic and business organizations, including presidency of The 
Nashville Area Junior Chamber of Commerce, a co-founder and 
President of Buddies of Nashville (now Big Brothers/ 
Big Sisters of America) and President of the American Cancer So-
ciety of Davidson County, Jim was a participant in the initial year 
of Leadership Nashville in 1976 and is an active member of its 
Alumni Association. 

Jim’s passion for the past 25 years has been the Nashville Zoo. 
He served as chairman of the Zoo’s Board of Directors for eight 
years from 2000-2006 and 2010-2013 and currently serves on the 

Zoo’s advisory board and the Construction Committee. Jim 
and his family funded two major exhibits, Lorikeet Landing and 
Kangaroo Kick-About. In addition, the family helped in providing 
funds for the new veterinarian hospital, completed in 2019.

Continued on next page . . .
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FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT – CHIEF TIM EADS:

   

•	 Mailbox Thefts - A few months ago, we passed 
along information that there were several random 
mail thefts from mailboxes. The thieves are looking 
for checks being mailed out. If they find one, they 
are using an old school method of “washing” the ink 
off and changing the amount and payee information 

to suit them. We strongly recommend any personal mail contain-
ing a check be placed in a secure Postal Service mailbox or hand 
delivered to the Post Office. There were two reports of mail thefts 
from mailboxes on September 29th, and we believe they occurred 
over the weekend of Sept. 26th and 27th. We do have a suspect 

and have entered his vehicle information in the 
LPR system. If this suspect comes through Belle 
Meade, we will attempt to arrest him, as he has 
outstanding warrants and no driver’s license. 

•	 Park Smart no matter where you are by locking 
your vehicle doors and removing items of value.

•	 Home Alarms/House Check Service - Always use your home 
alarm system and sign up for the Close Watch Program if you are 
going to be away. https://citybellemeade.org/faq/house-check/

•	 Suspicious Activity - Never hesitate to report something sus-
picious - 615-297-0241.

The Commissioners took action on the following items at the 
meeting on Sept. 16, 2020:
•	 Approved the lone bid for the 2-year Snow & Ice Removal Con-

tract from Sammie Gibbs Construction. The bid contained no 
price increases from current contract.

•	 Approved the low bid for the monthly Street Sweeping Contract 
from Roadrunner Sweeping, in the amount of $18,240.00 per 
year, which is less than the current contract.

•	 Approved the lump-sum proposal of $5,000 from Rate Studies, 
Buddy Petty, P.E., for a Sewer System Rate Study, five-year capital 
improvement plan and rate comparisons with other local utilities.

•	 Appointed Nina Davidson to the Municipal Planning Commission.
•	 Re-appointed Clay Bright and Johnny Phipps to the Board of 

Building Code Appeals.
•	 Approved the purchase of 140 holiday evergreen wreaths for the street 

signposts from the Boy Scouts, Troop 6, in the amount of $3,500.
•	 Approved the following invoices over $5,000:

o	 Barge Cauthen & Associates		  $  8,595.00
o	 Barge Cauthen & Associates		  $  9,294.24
o	 J.R. & Associates   (creek cleaning)	 $14,326.00
o	 J.R. & Associates			   $13,572.00
o	 J.R. & Associates			   $13,572.00
o	 Omnigo Software			   $  7,145.08
o	 Wascon, Inc.  (sewer pumps)		  $19,318.00
o	 Wascon, Inc.			   $  5,944.00
o	 Wascon, Inc.			   $  5,925.26

•	 Approved Ordinance 2020-4, on 2nd and final reading, amending 
certain provisions in the Zoning Code for reconstruction of non-
conforming structures and change of legal use.

Haley R. Dale continued from page 1 . . .
serve as pockets of innovation in large school systems where new 
teaching strategies and educational theories can be used without 
some of the limitations placed on traditional public schools in 
order to give parents choice within the public school system. Haley 
believes very strongly that a thriving business community depends 
largely on the strength of our public schools and she works tire-
lessly to pave the way for new successes.

She is keenly aware of the unique position cities like Belle 
Meade are in as Nashville continues to grow at breakneck speed. 
Land preservation, beautification, and historic architecture are 
particular interests of Haley's, and she is also well versed in her 
knowledge of stormwater issues, building codes, even short term 

rental policies. Her hands-on experience at the legislature has made 
her keenly aware of how both state and local governments must 
work together to create an environment where cities like Belle 
Meade can thrive and flourish. Haley has served as a member of 
the Board of Zoning Appeals for the city of Belle Meade since 
2019, is a former member of the Kindergarten Advisory Board of 
St. George's Church, and has served as the Vice President of Policy 
for Julia Green Elementary School for 11 years. 

Haley has reached a point in her career and in motherhood that 
awards her the time to serve our community in a very meaningful 
way. She is eager to engage and respond to Belle Meade's residents 
and hopes to bridge the gap between generations as our beloved 
city grows and changes. 

James V. Hunt continued from page 1 . . .
Jim has also served as president of The Downtown Ex-

change Club in 2007-2008 (now Economic Club of Nashville). 
He currently serves on the Advisory Board of Big Brothers/
Big Sisters of Middle Tennessee and a Board Member of the 
Belle Meade Plantation, Operation Stand Down Tennessee and 
Cheekwood Botanical Gardens. At Cheekwood, he served as 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees from 2018-2020 
Jim enjoys his role as Commissioner and Mayor of the City of 

Belle Meade and is committed to continue the time and effort to 
assure Belle Meade maintains its character and independence. 

Jim and Sally are communicants at The Cathedral of the 
Incarnation Catholic Church. Jim, Sally and Bear, their cherished 
cockapoo, live on Enquirer Ave. 

RECAP OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
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CERES SOCIETY DONATIONS – SEPTEMBER 2020

TULIP SOCIETY - $250 - $499
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Dickerson

MAGNOLIA SOCIETY - $500 - $999
Anonymous Donor

AMERICAN FLAG SPONSORSHIP
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lee Smith
  (In Memory of Julia Evans Reed)

BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE – “ASK A GARDENER”

Boscobel is a member of the Society of Ceres, the Belle Meade horti-
cultural committee dedicated to the beautification, sustainability and 
historic preservation of the flora of our city. Boscobel is a Certified 
Master Gardener and a passionate rose grower.

Dear Boscobel:
I am perplexed by my basil plants this season. I always had such 

good success with growing sweet basil. However, this year, my plants 
flopped. In early August, I noticed that the leaves were yellowing. I 
applied fertilizer to see if it would help. Unfortunately, the yellowing 
worsened and then the leaves turned brown. By mid-August, the plants 
lost their leaves and died. I am so disappointed. Fresh basil is one of the 
highlights of summer. I love making pesto and freezing it for the winter.

Do you know what may have happened to my basil? Are there any 
remedies I can use next season? I eagerly await your response.
		  Signed,
		  Forlorn on Forsythe

Dear Forlorn:
Chin up! If you really want to make fresh pesto, you can grow basil 

indoors during the fall and winter. I use a grow light which allows 
me to have fresh herbs 
all winter. It sounds like 
your basil plants had a 
disease called Downy 
Mildew. It is a fungal 
disease that is spread 
by windborne spores. 
Spores can also be car-
ried by water that is 
splashed from plant to 
plant by rain and spray 
irrigation. The fungus 
thrives in hot and hu-

mid conditions. August in Nashville would certainly provide the right 
conditions for the fungus to thrive and infect your plants. 

Next year, I would plant your basil in a different area of the garden, 

which can reduce the risk of infection from spores that overwinter in the 
soil. I would also space your plants far enough apart so that the leaves 
can dry between waterings. My best recommendation is to plant downy 
mildew resistant basil. I have had success with Amazel Basil purchased 
from Romence Gardens online store. Last year, Gardens of Babylon 
stocked it but they didn’t have it this season (when I checked). Amazel 
is the first basil that I have been able to consistently grow throughout 
the summer. It seems to laugh at our heat and humidity, growing larger 
as the season progresses. Since it is sterile, its energy is directed into 
producing leaves instead of seeds. It grows quite large and will provide 
enough basil for you and your neighbors to enjoy.

Rutgers Obsession and Devotion are also downy resistant basil cul-
tivars. I saw one or two of the Rutgers varieties at Gardens of Baby-
lon, Whole Foods and Moore and Moore this past season. However, 
I haven’t yet tried them in my garden. If anyone has tried these other 
cultivars, please send us an email and let us know how they performed.

For now, I will stick with the Amazel basil. She has proven herself 
in my garden
October Garden Tip: Don’t forget to order your spring blooming 
bulbs. Many suppliers are starting to run out. It is also time to plant 
your garlic for spring harvest.
		  Happy Gardening!
		  Love, Boscobel

P.S. Today’s pick from my rose garden . . . enjoy! 

RESTORATION OF HISTORIC ALLÉE AT ENTRANCE TO PERCY WARNER PARK COMPLETED

Restoration of the steps, the landmark front-entrance access to Percy 
Warner Park, is complete and the Allée reopened to the public on Oc-
tober 2. The historic steps, designed by renowned architect Bryant 
Fleming and completed in 1936, required significant repair after gen-
erations of wear and tear. Since closure in January, crews repaired 
deteriorating and damaged stonework, addressed chronic drainage 
and erosion conditions and removed acres of invasive plants from the 
hillside around the Allée Steps to nurture growth of native trees and 
to create a spectacular viewshed throughout the Belle Meade entrance 
to the park. The Allée Steps restoration was overseen by the Metro 
Parks Department, Metro Historic Commission and Friends of Warner 
Parks. Historic masonry restoration experts, The Tradesmen Group, 
Inc., conducted the hardscape renovation.

FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: - Annual Creek 
Debris Removal Project Completed. This project helps reduce flood-
ing of properties throughout the City. It is critical that the stream chan-
nels be kept clear of trash and yard debris. DO NOT DUMP TRASH, 
LEAVES, BRANCHES, CHRISTMAS TREES, PUMPKINS OR 

OTHER YARD WASTE INTO OR ADJACENT TO A STREAM OR 
DRAINAGE DITCH. These materials will be washed downstream 
during heavy rain events and will most likely be deposited in front of 
culverts and bridges, causing flooding of properties or roadways, and 
endangering motorists. Residents can assist by keeping fall yard waste 
and fallen leaves out of the creeks and informing their landscape con-
tractors of this rule.

(Photo from Ben Rechtor)

http://romencegardens.com/
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2020

All Meetings Held at Belle Meade City Hall
Board of Commissioners

Wednesday, November 18th at 4:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 16th at 4:00 pm

Historic Zoning Commission
Tuesday, November 10th at 3:00 pm 
Tuesday, December 8th at 3:00 pm

Board of Building Code Appeals
Tuesday, November 10th at 4:00 pm 
Tuesday, December 8th at 4:00 pm 

Municipal Planning Commission
Tuesday, November 17th at 4:00 pm
Tuesday, December 15th at 4:00 pm

Board of Zoning Appeals
Tuesday, November 17th at 5:00 pm
Tuesday, December 15th at 5:00 pm

Agendas are available online at www.citybellemeade.org

Notice:

2020 PROPERTY TAX STATEMENTS were mailed 
earlier this month and are due on or before Feb-
ruary 28, 2021. Please note that the City does 
NOT mail statements to mortgage companies.

STORMWATER USER FEE INVOICES WERE  
DUE BY SEPTEMBER 15TH. If you have not  
paid this fee, please do so promptly. The  
City accepts payment by check or online at 
www.citybellemeade.org  Questions? Call 615-
297-6041.

 Have A Safe & Fun Halloween! 
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